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A Gospel Inspired 
Public Service



The Role of Christian Schools in the Nation
(Ashpenaz & Daniel: A Prophetic Picture)

Dan 1:3-19 (NIV)

• 3 Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to bring in some 
of the Israelites from the royal family and the nobility— 4 young men without 
any physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude for every kind of learning, 
well informed, quick to understand, and qualified to serve in the king's palace. 
He was to teach them the language and literature of the Babylonians.   5 The 
king assigned them a daily amount of food and wine from the king's table. They 
were to be trained for three years, and after that they were to enter the king's 
service. 

• 8 But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he 
asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this way. 9 Now God 
had caused the official to show favor and sympathy to Daniel…



The Role of Christian Schools in the Nation
(Ashpenaz & Daniel: A Prophetic Picture)

Dan 1:3-19 (NIV)

• 11 Daniel then said to the guard whom the chief official had appointed over Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, 12 "Please test your servants for ten days: Give us 
nothing but vegetables to eat and water to drink. 13 Then compare our appearance 
with that of the young men who eat the royal food, and treat your servants in 
accordance with what you see.“…

• 15 At the end of the ten days they looked healthier and better nourished than any of 
the young men who ate the royal food. 

• 17 To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of 
literature and learning. And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all kinds. 

• 18 At the end of the time set by the king to bring them in, the chief official presented 
them to Nebuchadnezzar. 19 The king talked with them, and he found none equal to 
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the king's service. 



The Role of Christian Schools in the Nation
(Ashpenaz & Daniel: A Prophetic Picture)

Purification of 
Knowledge.

Preservation of 
a Generation.

Discipleship 
(life-skills).

Preparation for 
the world.

Training for 
vocational life.



The Role of Christian Schools in the Nation
(The Midwives of Egypt: Nation Building)

Ex 1:15-21 (NIV)

• 15 The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, whose names were Shiphrah and 
Puah, 16 "When you help the Hebrew women in childbirth and observe them on the 
delivery stool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, let her live." 17 The midwives, 
however, feared God and did not do what the king of Egypt had told them to do; they 
let the boys live. 18 Then the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and asked them, 
"Why have you done this? Why have you let the boys live?" 

• 19 The midwives answered Pharaoh, "Hebrew women are not like Egyptian women; 
they are vigorous and give birth before the midwives arrive." 

• 20 So God was kind to the midwives and the people increased and became even more 
numerous. 21 And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families of their 
own. 



The Role of Christian Schools in the Nation
(The Midwives of Egypt: Nation Building)

Midwifery: facilitating the birth of the 
nation.

Protecting a generation from a “social 
genocide”.

Engaging with the “ungodly king”: 
hostile policies, systems & institutions.



The Role of Christian Schools
in the Nation

Not 
exclusive!

Outreach 
oriented!

Reconciling 
People-
Groups



A Call to 
Public Service



Public Service in Creation
(Adam)

• Gen 2:15 (NIV) The Lord God took the man and put him in 

the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 

• Gen 2:15 (TMT) God took the Man and set him down in the 

Garden of Eden to work the ground and keep it in order. 



Public Service in Creation
(Adam)

1) Adam the Priest: in fellowship with God “in the cool of the day”.

2) Adam the Human: created in the Image of God; married; 

establishing family.

3) Adam the Citizen (Public Servant / Vocational Life): inhabiting 

the Garden of Eden (sphere); given stewardship of the Garden; 

doing work in the Garden.



Public Service in Creation
(Adam)

▪ IN CREATION – our spirituality, humanity and citizenship were 

integrated.



Devotional
(Spiritual Life)

Incarnational
(Personal Life)

Existential
(Public Life)

The Whole Gospel transforms the Whole Human for the Whole Nation

The 
Whole 

Believer

Integrated 
Faith

KINGDOM HUMANITY
The Kingdom: A Call back to the Humanity of Christ

14



Public Service in Creation
(Adam)

• The state of the environment reflects the state of man (his spirit, soul, 
mind etc.).

• Gen 3:17-18 (NIV)

• 17 "Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat 
of it all the days of your life. 

• 18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of 
the field. 

✓Lesson: institutions are as strong as the humans that run them.



Jesus!
The Public Servant



Jesus, the Public Servant

Isa 53:4-5 (NIV)

• 4 Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we 
considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. 

• 5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our 
iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by 
his wounds we are healed.

 

Matt 20:28 (NIV)
 The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.“

(Diakonia = Service) 



Jesus, the Public Servant

John 13:14-15 (NIV)

• 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you 
also should wash one another's feet. 15 I have set you an example 
that you should do as I have done for you. 

Jesus came to serve Humanity!



Our Invitation to 
Public Service



“Take Up Your Cross”
(Luke 9:23)

A Gospel Inspired Public Service - by Robert Ntuli 20

Death to 
sin

Death to 
self

Suffering 
for Christ

Public 
Service in 

God’s 
Mission.



Our Invitation to Public Service

Isa 61:1-4 (NIV)

• 1 The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed 
me to preach good news to the poor…(and) to proclaim freedom for the 
captives… (REDEMPTION)

• 3 and (to) provide for those who grieve in Zion — to bestow on them a crown of 
beauty

• 3 They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the Lord for the display 
of his splendor. (MATURITY)

• 4 They will rebuild the ancient ruins and restore the places long devastated; 
they will renew the ruined cities that have been devastated for generations. 
(PUBLIC SERVICE / KINGDOM CITIZENSHIP)



REDEMPTION MATURITY CITIZENSHIP

Isa 61: The Gospel Process!

Freedom for the captives 
(vs.1)

They will be called Oaks of 
Righteousness (vs.3)

They will rebuild, restore & 
renew (vs.4)

1 2 3



A Gospel Inspired 
Public Service…



(1)
Calling & Holy Spirit empowerment

Ex 31:1-7 (NIV)

• 1 Then the Lord said to Moses, 2 "See, I have chosen Bezalel son of Uri, 
the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, 3 and I have filled him with the Spirit 
of God, with skill, ability and knowledge in all kinds of crafts —  4 to make 
artistic designs for work in gold, silver and bronze, 5 to cut and set stones, 
to work in wood, and to engage in all kinds of craftsmanship. 6 Moreover, 
I have appointed Oholiab son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, to help 
him. Also I have given skill to all the craftsmen to make everything I have 
commanded you…



(2)
Devotion to God

• Gen 2:15 (NIV)
The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it 

(to worship) and take care of it. 



(3)
Expression of Faith in Christ

Col 3:23-24 (NLT)

• 23 Work willingly at whatever you do, as though you were 

working for the Lord rather than for people. 24 Remember that 

the Lord will give you an inheritance as your reward, and that 

the Master you are serving is Christ.

If Work is rooted in Faith, it equally draws Grace from God!



(4)
Gospel Mission

• Matt 5:14-16 (NIV)

• 14 "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be 

hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a 

bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to 

everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine 

before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise 

your Father in heaven. 



(5)
Wages Warfare through a Work Ethic

• Dan 6:1-5 (NIV)

• 1 It pleased Darius to appoint 120 satraps to rule throughout the kingdom, 2 
with three administrators over them, one of whom was Daniel. The satraps were 
made accountable to them so that the king might not suffer loss. 3 Now Daniel 
so distinguished himself among the administrators and the satraps by his 
exceptional qualities that the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom. 4 
At this, the administrators and the satraps tried to find grounds for charges 
against Daniel in his conduct of government affairs, but they were unable to do 
so. They could find no corruption in him, because he was trustworthy and 
neither corrupt nor negligent. 5 Finally these men said, "We will never find any 
basis for charges against this man Daniel unless it has something to do with the 
law of his God."



Public Service
Contending for the Destiny of the Nation

Ex 7:10-13 (NIV)

• 10 So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and did just as the Lord 

commanded. Aaron threw his staff down in front of Pharaoh and his 

officials, and it became a snake. 11 Pharaoh then summoned wise 

men and sorcerers, and the Egyptian magicians also did the same 

things by their secret arts: 12 Each one threw down his staff and it 

became a snake. But Aaron's staff swallowed up their staffs. 13 Yet 

Pharaoh's heart became hard and he would not listen to them, just 

as the Lord had said. 
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